
SPOKEN WORD || SOCIAL JUSTICE



Fong Tran  IS A SACRAMENTO-BASED 
POET, SPEAKER AND TEACHER. FONG BEGAN WRITING 
POETRY THROUGH THE JUNE JORDAN’S  “POETRY OF THE 
PEOPLE” CLASS IN THE UC BERKELEY AFRICAN 
AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT. A PASSIONATE
EDUCATOR & FACILITATOR, FONG HOLDS HIS MASTERS IN 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FROM UC DAVIS, AND HIS 
UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE IN SOCIAL WELFARE MAJOR, 
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC POLICY FROM UC BERKELEY. 
INFLUENCED BY HIS ACTIVISM, FONG’S WRITING AIDS IN 
AMPLIFYING FREQUENTLY SILENCED VOICES AND IS 
DEEPLY ENTRENCHED IN THE VALUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
AND INTERSECTIONS OF COMMUNITY STRUGGLE.  FONG 
HAS BEEN A FEATURED POET AT EVENTS SUCH AS THE 
MAHOGANY OPEN MIC SERIES, LUNA POETRY SERIES, 
AND THE DVAN NATIONAL POETRY FESTIVAL. HE’S HAD 
THE HONOR OF SHARING STAGES WITH MANY 
INCREDIBLE ARTISTS SUCH AS HBO DEF JAM POET BAO 
PHI, ANDREW LAM, SAHRA NGUYEN, G YAMAZAWA AND 
ACTOR/ACTIVIST GEORGE TAKEI. AN ENTHUSIASTIC 
ORATOR, FONG HAS SERVED AS THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
FOR TEDX, UC IRVINE’S 1STSOUTHEAST ASIAN 
GRADUATION, GABY GRANT FOUNDATION CONVENING, 
CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF CULTURAL CENTERS IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION (CACCCHE) AND NASPA - STUDENT AFFAIRS 
ADMINISTRATORS IN HIGHER EDUCATION. HAVING 
PERFORMED AT VENUES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES & 
IN MANILA, PHILIPPINES, FONG DREAMS OF BRINGING HIS 
ART TO ANY COMMUNITY THAT WILL HAVE HIM.





Performance & Oration
spoken word Performances
- SAN JOSE MUSUEM OF ART  |  2017
- APATURE PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE SAN FRANCISCO  |  2015
- CACCCHE OPENING CEREMONY  |  2015
- BLACK FAMILY WEEK SOUL SPEAKS PERFORMANCE  |  2013 - 2015
- FRED KOREMATSU COMMEMORATION CO-FEATURED WITH GEORGE TAKEI  |  2015
- BOYS AND MEN OF COLOR RESOURCE FAIRE SACRAMENTO CITY COLLEGE  | 2014
- 35TH ANNUAL WOMEN TAKE BACK THE NIGHT PERFORMANCE  |  2014
- C.K. MCCLATCHY ASIAN ASSEMBLY  |  2014
- FEATURED ARTIST, RESTORATIVE SCHOOLS VISION PROJECT (RSVP) 
  HOT BUTTONS  | 2014    
- STAND UP, SPEAK OUT HATE CRIME RALLY   |  2013
- MECHA DE UC DAVIS YOUTH CONFERENCE  |  2012
- VIETNAMESE POETRY FESTIVAL  |  2012 
- JUSTICE BRILLIANCE POETRY NIGHT FEAT. MARK GONZALES AND REMI KANAZI  |  2012
-  APA HERITAGE MONTH IN THE CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY  |  2011
- 6TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL VIETNAMESE YOUTH CONFERENCE, MANILA  |  2011

speaking Engagements
- SurveyMonkey/TechValidate “Poetic Realizations: Diversity and 
   Inclusion in the Office”  |  2016
- NASPA SA Speakers, Speaker  |  2015
- DECA Young Entrepreneurs and Leaders Conference, Judge  |  2015
- LGBTIQ “No time to Wait” Conference by Sacramento Unified    
   School District, Speaker  |  2015



Keynotes & Panels

Keynote
- TedxUc Davis, “A love letter to those saving the world”   |    2016
- California Community Colleges  Extended Opportunity Programs 
  and Services Association (CCCEOPSA) COnference    |   2017
- APAHE Asian Pacific Islanders in Higher Education  |  2016 & 2017
- UC Davis, Nor Cal UVSA Conference   |  2015
- UC Berkeley, Students of Color Conference   |  2015
- Slow Food Conference by Sac Food Bank   |  2015
- UC Davis, “Key to College” Conference by Circle K  |  2012-2014
- UC Davis, Transfer Collective   |  2013-2015
- UC Davis, Southeast Asian Youth Conference   |  2013
- UC Irvine, Southeast Asian Graduation  |  2013
- UC San Diego, Asian Pacific Student Association
   (APSA) High School Conference  |  2012
- Gabby Grant Foundation Youth Convening, “The 
    Change Generation in Action”   |   2012

Panelist
- “Advocacy for victims/survivors of sexual violence in API community”  |  2015
- “SEA Writers Panel”, Commemorating 40 years of Southeast Asian Diasporas   |  2015
- “Employment and Youth”, State Assembly Committee Hearing: State of Men of Color |  2012
- United Vietnamese Student Association (UVSA) 20th Black April Commemoration   |  2011
- “Creative Writing Artist Panel”, Cosumnes River College   |  2011



Workshops
Fong’s experiential & discussion based workshops

bravely explore problematic elements prevalent 
in daily life, while equipping participants with 

skills & tools to unearth their own healing, 
allowing them to create the change they wish to 

see in themselves & in the world.  

because Change is a collective effort, independent 
of context, these workshops can be customized for 
any audience, including University & High School 
students, Corporate professionals, or Educators.

Topics
- Deconstructing Toxic Masculinity and becoming 

Stronger Allies: A Critical Reflection

- Creating a Globally inclusive Office Culture: 
Fundamentals in Social Justice, Diversity and

 Inclusion

- “Reclaim Stories/ Reclaim Self” Finding the
 Meaning in your Writing.

- “Activism is not a Sprint, it is a Lifetime Marathon” 
Practicing Self-care to stay in the movement

- The Personal is Political, the Political is 
Personal



“Activism is 
not a Sprint,

it is a 
Lifetime 

Marathon.”
fong tran 

ft. chaz ashley



Accolades & Awards
Press
- SACRAMENTO BEE featured Article, “Mentor-Poet muses and    
  amuses through Verse” |  2012     
- UC DAVIS MAGAZINE ,“Voice of Change Generation”  |  2016
- ANGRY ASIAN MAN, “DON’T BE AN ACTIVIST”  |  2015
- KOLLABORATION, “REPRESENTING THE MOVEMENT: FONG TRAN
  ON THE POWER OF PRESENCE AND PASSION”  |  2015
- FUSION, “Dear Young Men of Color,” by Fong Tran  |  2015
- ADBUSTERS & THE ABSOLUTE MAG, “history textbooks”  |  2015
- I AM VIETNAMESE, THE ANTHOLOGY  |  2014
- UPWORTHY, “The World Sees Them As A List Of Statistics” | 2014

AWARDS
- UC Davis African American Faculty and Staff Association, 
   Social Justice Award  |  2016
- Special Recognition for Outstanding Service to Community,   
   Congressman Mike Honda |  2010        	
- Mentor Award, South Sacramento Coalition for Future 
   Leaders |  2010
- Social Welfare Department “Outstanding Community       
   Service” Award |  2009     



Follow

youtube.com/user/fongbatmaN

@fongtranpoetry

fongtranpoetry.tumblr.com

@fongtranpoetry

Book
 fongtranpoetry@gmail.com



“OUR STORIES MAY 
BE DIFFERENT BUT 
OUR STRUGGLE IS 

ALL THE SAME.”

WWW.FONGTRAN.COM




